2026 Missionary & Shepherds Conference (Lecture 1) 

1 Corinthians 1:1–2:5
1 Corinthians 1:18

The Message of the Cross

1. Identify the sender and the recipients (1-3). Why does Apostle Paul always thank his God for the believers in the Corinthian church (4-7)? What is his confidence regarding the Corinthian believers (8,9)? 


2. What was the conflict within the Corinthian church (10-12)? What caused this conflict (13-16)? According to the Apostle Paul, why did Christ send him (17)? 


3. What is the meaning of “the message of the cross” (18a)? Why do those perishing see it as foolishness, while those being saved recognize it as God's power (18b; 22–24)? Why does God delight in saving believers through what the world considers foolishness (19–21; 25)?


4. Who primarily composed the believers in Corinth (26)? What is God’s reason for choosing these individuals (27–29)? Who should we depend on and take pride in exclusively (30, 31)?   


5. What was Paul’s resolve when he testified about God in Corinth (2:1, 2)? Why did he focus on the Holy Spirit's power instead of clever or persuasive words in sharing his gospel message? Explain how this approach is applicable to missionary work.    
