2026 Missionary & Shepherds Conference (Lecture 2) 

1 Corinthians 9
1 Corinthians 9:19 

Paul, a Slave to Everyone

1. What rights did Paul hold as an apostle (1-6), and why is it justified for gospel preachers to receive support (7-14)? Despite this, why did Paul decide not to exercise that right (12)? 

2. What was the pride Paul could never relinquish, even at the cost of his life (15)? Why does Paul mention that, despite preaching the gospel, he cannot boast about it (16,17)? What did he see as his reward (18)? 

3. Paul was free from everyone, yet why did he choose to become a slave to all (19)? What does it specifically mean to serve everyone (20–22)? What was his purpose in doing all this for the sake of the gospel (23)? 

4. What are the essential steps to win the race prize (24, 25)? What kind of life did Paul lead to deserve the imperishable reward (26, 27)? What does it mean to be “disqualified for the prize”? (See 1 Cor. 3:14, 15)

5. Building on the passage, let’s reflect: “What should we refrain from?” “Are we heading in the right direction for the gospel?” and “What mindset should we adopt as ministers of the gospel?”  
